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Holye vel Urban Dis strict Counci 


Medical Officer of Health, Tiga ad 
DR. a ° Ww ° BE LIS Dis » 


Bis. 9 Ch. ise 9 Des Pe ile Soe bet ysucll, 


2hth September, 1951. 


To the Chairman and members of the Holywe ell Urban on District Council. 
Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, 


I have the nonour to present my annual report 
for the Year ended December 51st, 1950. 


: During the year under review, there has been a 
slight “ncrease in the birth-rate for the Holywell 
Urban Area, whereas the birth-rate for ungland and 
Wales has continued to fall. It is also gratifying 
to be able to report a further improvement in tne 
still—birti rate, which at 0.38 per thousand population 
is almost identical with the record low-rate of 0.47 


per thousand for sngland and Wales. Tne deatn-rate 
is unchanged at 11.69 per thousand pues ion, Again 
£ can report witn satisfactiun that tne has heen no 


maternal death in the Urban District ee the year. 
Less pleasing, however, is the fact that our infantile 
mortality rate, although snowing a slignt decrease, is 
still very much above the rate for the whole country. 
Uf the seven infant deaths wnich occurred during the 
year, four were infants under the age of 4 weeks. 


We were fortunate to have no cases of Infantile 
Paralysis during the yeare There was a large increase 
in the number of cases of measles, 89 as compared with 
419, and whooving cough cases also increased to 29 as 
against 2 the previous year. There were 4 cases of 
Seerlect Lever notified, this was a reduction on the 
previous year's total of 7. 

There were,during the year, 9 new cases of 
pulmonary ee hoot Gaia Notsr2ed and,353 new cases of 
non-—pulmonary tuberculosis notified for the first 
Tie, This is a considerable inc:.éase in both types 
of tne disease as coiipared with the previous year. 


Reference to a graph (BFig.2) which was published 
in my annual Report for the year 1949, shows taat from 
1939-1944 there was a definite increase in tne total 


notifications of ail types of the dissase and that rom 
4945-1949, the general trend of the total cases now tied 
was downward. This downward trend has thus been 


reversed this year. A further disquieting feature of 
the disease during the year was the increase in the 
number of deaths from the pulmonary form to 4, Lt. is 
thus essential that we Shall maintain and. if possible, 
inereasé, our efforts to control the spread of tuber- 
culosis. The means of combating the disease, at our 
dis;osal, are = 
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The visit of the Mass Radiography Unit is, of course, 
an important aid in the carly diagncsis, The response 
Or the public to the visit of this Unit early in 1951 
was for various reasons not as good as hoped for. The 
next visit of the Mass Radiography Unit must therefore 
be given every possible publicity. EfPicient treat— 
ment and isolation of cases directs attention to the 
need for the provision by the Regional Hospital Board, 
of an adequate number of beds for tuberculous patients. 


26 Carcful supervision of contacts of the 


GASCAaS Co 
By this supervision, any adverse fcatures in the 
environment are brought to light and :zan be remedicde 
In this connection, it is hoped that the Housing 
Committes will continue to give sympathetic and urgent 
consideration to reportés madc by the Mcdical ufficcr 
Ot Meaith, indicating the necd for rc—housing of 
frailties where there is tubcrculosis. The time has 
also arrived when vac should be made of protective 
Peecemabion by £.C>+G. in. suitable contacts. 
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Although mentioned last, this is perhaps one of the 
“most important means of combating thc discase, My 
own visits to tubcrculous paticnts have shown that 
aeeeece Of all our efforts, there is still woeful 
ignorance of the most clementary facts concerning 
this diseasc and unneccssary risks are still run by 
Many, simply because of lack of knowlcdge. 


The Clean Food Campaign has been continucd with 
vigour, All premises where food is prepared have 
been frequently inspected, Although much remains to 
Be gone, it is pleasing to be able to report that in 
many cases we have had willing co-operation from the 
owners of premiscs ond many improvements have been 
erfected. In order to emphasise the necd for the 
greatestpossible care by all engaged in handling 
food, a mecting was arranged to which all cnzaged 
in the food trade were invitcd.- the responsc was 
fairly good, AG this Mesting, films on food 
hygiene were shown by a Ministry of Information 
Mobile Film Unit and short talks on this subject 
were given by the Medical Officer of Health and 
Sanitary Inspector. 


As in other arcécas, housing remains one of our 
greatcst and most urgent probdems. The Council has 
exerted every effort to spced up thc building of the 
houses allocated, it is a dismal fact, however, 
that the numbcr of new houscs available is unsuffricient 
to keep pace with the growing dcmands. This adds to 
the responsibilitics of thc Council in trying to make 
the best possible use of the houses as they become 
ready. 2 eve. eit 14. to be my duty to visit the 
homes of applicants for Council Houses whenever 
requested — and to report in detail on conditions, 
especially if there appcar’ to be any special 
medical grounds which make re-housing urgent. ui 
trust that the Council will continue to find these 
reports of value to them in their difficult and 
important task. 
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it te Blessing Go cccord that all the prelin- 
inaries in the Joint Water Scheme Gene been succcss- 
fully completed and that work should coimmence in the 
near future, When the scheme is in full- operation 
the water supply for the whole arca will be assured 
both as re egards” quality and quantity, 
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i should iike to place on recom, my great 


appreciation % 
for his unfailing interest and ready co-operation in 
all Matters affecting the health of the district. 


Spee eddation, I should like to thank all members 
and officers of the Council a he starr “of the 
Heaith Department for their help roughout the year. 
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Hh, Mie. Chaizman and Gentlemen, 


Very faithfully yours; 


Mecical Officer of Health. 


: 
ot 
to the Chairman of the Healt h Committec, 
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Social Conditions including chief industries 


Htmployment within the Urban District is provided 
in the main, in four industries - a paper making works, 
a wool factory, a shirt factory and a large artificial 
silk works. A number of residents find cmploymeat in 
neighbouring districts at a steel works, an ircm foundry, 
in quarrying and coal mining. 


Area in acres — 2552.4 Statutory acres. 


Population (Registrar General's stimate). 
Mid-Year 1950. 199506 
Mid-Year 199, ‘hyo TOs 


Number of inhabited houses ~ 2,00, 
Rateable Value — £45,524. 
Product of a Penny~Rate. £463-464d, 


Vital Statistics. 

These are presented in Tabular-form. For 
Barposes Of Comparison, figures for last year are 
Biven, and where appropriate, the rates for England 
and Wales as a whole, are also given, 
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Male. | Female, 


Legitimate, 


i Tilegitimate. 


Live Birth-rate per 1,000 populagion, 
4950 a {oe cu 
49449 = 48.04 


England and Wales. Live Birth-rate per 1,000 population, 
4950 (Provisional) - 15.8 
9G = = = = - - = 16.7 


The birth=-rate within the Urban area thus remains 
higher than the corresponding rate for England and 
Wales. It will be noted also, that in contrast to 
England and Walcs as a whole, where the birth-rate 
has continued to fall, the birth-rate in Holywell 
Urban aréa shows a slight increase, 


TABLE ZI, Still-births. 


A Le tee RS 


eee ES 
| Male.| Female,| Total. 


Legitimate. 


Illegitimate. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2016 with funding from 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28848299 


Still~birth rate per 1,000 totai liva and still-births, 
1950 oe SOL 27 
19.9 — 40.54 


Still-birth rate per 1,000 population, 
1950 = 0.38 
1949 Pers 0.76 


England and Wales. Still-birth rate per 1,000 population, 
4950 (Provisional) - 0,37 
1949 == ------ 0.39 


There has thus, again been a marked reduction in the 
still-birth rate for the dolywell Urban Area, which 
has been reduced by 50% as compared with the previous 
year and is now almost identical with the rate for 
England and Wales —- itself a new Low record. 


TABLE III. Deaths (Generel) Rate. 


} 


Males, Homales, Totals. 
All ages fail: causes) L9 diy 93 


Death=-rate per 1,000 population, 
1950 = 11.69 
4 99 ee 1 1 e 69 


England and Wales, Death rate per 1,000 population, 
14950 (Provisional) - 11.6 
fe eS 14.8 


The crude death=rate thus remains unaltered from that 
of the previous year, The Registrar General's 
Comparability Factor for tne Holywell Urban District 
is 1.00 so that the corrected death=rate is also 11.69 
TaBLE IV. Deaths (General) analysis. 


See next page. 
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@| Couse_of Death. Mahe. | Female pu 
ee ee respiratory. 26 24 lie 0.50 
falignent neoplasm-stomach. ls ~s qe 0.13 
" lung, broucinus. 1 o 1» Oe 0.25 
wt " bre aie cama - oo Qe C225 
wt nt uterus. bee op 2 Owes 
Other malignant and lymphatic 
neoplasms. 5. 1 6; O. 76 
Diabetes. ee 4 @ Aé 0513 
Vascular lesions of nervous 
system. Le Be ti 0,88 
Coronary disease, angina. Dé oe ie 0.88 
Hypertension with heart 
disease, 5, of 0. 63 
Other heart discases, 456 95 22, O77 
Other circulatory disease, 2D | ae 55 0.38 
Pneumonia. 2. 2. hs 0.50 
Bronchitise 3 oe Bs 0.63 
Other diseases of respiratory | 
system. Gets, sey a 0213 
Gastritis, enteritis and | 
Giarrhos ae ie lee 2. 0.25 
Nephritis & nephrosis i | se a. 0,25 
Hyperlasia of prostate. i its er 1. 0.13 
Congenital malformations. oi She ic ee 0.13 
Other defined & ill-defined | : 
dis caséso it S25 eS. +) 4,76 
Suicide. by ed wae ards, 0.13 | 
ee WD o bre 936 24 
TABLE V. Deaths (Maternal Causes) 
Pucrperal and Post abortive Sepsis. Nii, 
Other Maternal Causes, ache 
Total: Nis 


it is pleasing to report that there were no deaths during the 
year attributed to childbirth. 


TABLE VI. Death-ratcs (Infantile) i.e. Infants undcr one year of age. 
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Male.| Female. | I Totals, 
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Infantile Death-nate of icgitimate babics per 1,000 legitimate births. 
4950 = Lo. 65 
1919 - 5486 


Infantile Death-rate of Illegitimate babies per 1,000 Illegitimate 
births. 

4950 —- There was no death among illegitimate babics. 

4949 — There was no death among illegitimate babies. 


Infantile Death-rate per 1,000 Live-births. (Legitimate & Illegitimate 


4950 = 48.27 
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ingland and Wales. Infantile Death-rate per 1,000 


live-births. 
Provisional) -— 29.8 


men eH 32h 


The Infantile death-rate for tngland and Wales 
reached a new Low record, The infantile death- 
rate for the Holywell Urban area remaincd high and 
is still considerably higher then the National 


rate. 


—— ee ee 


fOr the Area, 
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Orticers;: Medical Officer of Health: T.W. Brindle, 
M.B. »Che Be » Dy Paks 


Sanitary Inspector & Survcyor ;: 


Laboratory Fecilitics: 


Laboratory investigations were carried out at 
the Public Health Laboratory at Conway. 


ambulance Hacilit 


John Topham. 


4. 


Flintshire County Council (the Local Health 
Authority) are responsible for thc ambulance 
Service, an anbulance ‘is stationed in Holywell 


and a 24 hour service is available. 


Sitting-case 


cars are available wy arrangement with the County 


Council Wo1fare Orficer. 


ener 


These scrvices are both provided under 
arrangements made by the Flintshire County 


Gouncil, (the Local Health authority). 
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Home help Service. 


This service is also provided by the 


Council. 


are 


Treatment Clinics, stmotion 


Tuberculosis (Provided Cottage 
Dy the Régional Hospital jHospital, 
Board. ) HOLYWL LL, 


School Clinic(Provided The Clinic , 
by the County Council). HOLYWEL L, 


| 
antec Natal Clinic (Prov- |. ditto. 
ided by the County Council, ) 
Infant Welfare Clinic 
(Provided by the County ! ditto. 
Council, ) 
| 
Orthopaedic Clinic |Cottage. 
(Provided by Regional Hospital, 
Hospital Board. ) HOLYWELL, 
Immunisation Clinic (The Clanic , 
(Provided by thc | HOLYWuLbe 


jCounty Council. ) 
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Every Tuesday. 
4 OF 50 Qe lie 


uvery Friday. 
9440 alle 


Sccond and fourth 
Thursdays of cach 
month. 

9.50 aeM@se-12 Noon. 


very Thursday. 
9e50 aem, = 
Hy DO Pails 


second and fourth 
Friday each month 
10,0 avi, =—12 noon 


Once monthly. 
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The provision of all types of hospital 
accommddatim is now the responsibility of the 
Clwyd and Deeside Hospital Management Committee. 
There are two general hospitals within the Urba 
area. 


Ta ers Ey A eet Seen oe 
SHCTIUN Oe Water Supp ere 
The temporary arr ehigemente made with a 


ee ouine authority to augment the Council! 

Eee weater-supply have proved satisfa 
and have prevented the need for cutting off + 
water supply at any time during the vear., i 
Quality of the water has remained at all times | 

satisfactory. Thirteen samples have been tak 
during the yea from the main supply and 2 all 
been Class I, st the exception of one single 
sample which was Class II. Samples taken from the 
small local sources however, have been of variable 
“a actericlogical quality and these sources require 

lose supervision wns a1 th ley have been Eliminated 
ion ahe new Joint Water Scheme is in full operation. 


Refuse Disposal. 


This is Carried out by direct labour and there 
is a weekly collection from every house in the 
Urban arcas The refuse is disposedof by tipping. 
it hes been difficult to malntain the tip in 
Satisfactory condition at all times because of the 
absence of an attendant to supervise, 


Banitery Inspection of the arca, 


Particulars of Noticcs and Inspections during 
the ycar ended 3ist December, 1949, (required e 
BLatute to be included in the Medical Officer' 
Report). 


Tabb Vit. 
“Wie. or _Notices 


Informal. Bormal. Nature, | Result. 
36. BOs Notice to provide Dustbins 
Dustbins , provided, 

- hi. Nuisances, Nuisances 


abated or 
work in 
progress. 


Managers, linployers y 
6te,, of the occe 
purrence of Infect- | 


6. - Notice to School 
H 
| | ious Diseasc, 


TABLE VIII, inspections, 
Number. Nature, 
27. mspections of Dwelling Houses for the 


bi vis 
poses of the Housing acts and Ffublic 
Health acts. 


126 7 Imspection of Slaughte rhouses, 
123. Inspection of new buildings for the 
purposes of Butid ing Byc-laws. 
97 Inspections of Foodshops. 
O56 Gaepeeti en of Bakehouses, 
Cc 
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Shop nCts. 25 Inapections, 
Smoke sbatement, No action taken. 


Swimming Baths. No change. 
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Bradication of Bed Bugs i 


"Nos, Of Colncil houses found to be infested., 2 
Noy On Gouncal- hOuUpes GIisinfested... exe see 2 
No2.of other houses found to be infested ... 5 
Ne, GE Other fouses Gisinfes ted. ».« «cs sae. 5 
SECTION D, 
Housing. 
as already mentioned in the introduction, _ 
housing remains a major problem. There were 325 
applicants for houses at the end of the year and 
a large proportion, of these applicants are in 
urgent need of re-housing bGcause of the unsatis-— 
factory state of their present accomodation and 
because of overcrowding. 
Durnin the yoar fo Gouncil houses were completed 
Bema 5 private Gouses were built. 


Tabi IX. 
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4 (a) Totel number of: Cwellingnucuses inspected 
Porshousing, detects under the Public 
Health Acts  - 1/9. 

(y) No, of inspections made for the purposes = 27. 


2 (a) (i) No.o€ dwellinghouses (included under 
sub-head above) which were included and 
recorded under the Housing Consolidated 
Regulations 1925 and 1932 - Nil. 

(ii) No. of inspections made for this 
purpose, Nil. e@ 
(iii) No. of dwellinghouses found to be in 
a state so dangerous or injurious to health 
as to be unfit for human habitation - Nil. 
iv) No. of dwellinghouses (exclusive of 
those referred to under the preccding sub- 
head) found not to be in all respects, 
reasonably fit for human habitation - 69, 


Mm; “ye iran a 
TABLE xs 


rN oe 


Ves A) ae ee a en 2 P mofal alee we a = = 
ee mocdy Of Gctrects during .t he year without service 
of Format Notice 


No, of defective dwellingnousss rendered fit in 
Ponscquerce of anformal action by the Local auth- 
ority or tocir Officers = 64. 


TABLE XT. 


J» sction under Statutory Powers during the year. 
(a) Proceedings under Section 9,10 and 16 of the 
Housing act,1936. 
(i) No.of dwellinghouses in respect of which 
notices were served requiring repairs - Nil, 
(ii) No.of dwellinghouses rendered fit after 
serving of formal notices. 
a) By owners =— Nil. 
b) By Local authority - Nil. 
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(b) Proceedings under Public Health acts. 
(i) No.of houses in respect of which notices 


were served requiring defects to be remedied - 44, 


(ii) No.of dwellinghouses in which defects 
were romedicd after serving of formal notices 
a) By owners - 17. 
b) By Local authority in default of 
owners, Nari, 
(c) Proceedings under Section 11 and 13 of the 
Housing act,1936. 
(i) No.of dwellinghovses in respect of which 
demolition orders were made —- Njl, 
(ii) No.of dwellinghouses demolished in 
pursuance of demolition orders — Nil, 


(d) Proceedings in respect of Section 2 Hous ing 
Act, 1936, 
(i) No.of separate tenements or underground 
rooms in respect of which closing orders were 
made ~ Nil, 
(ii) No.of separate tcncments or underground 
rooms in respcct of which closing orders were 
determined - Nil. 


TABLE XII. 


4. Housing act, 1936, Part 4 - Overcrowding, 


(a) (i) No. of dwellinghcuses overcrowded at end 


of families dwelling therein - Unknown. 


bag 
iv) (b) No. of new cases of overcrowding 
reported during the year - Unknown, 
(c) No. of cases of overcrowding 
relieved during the year - Unknown, 


of year —- Unknown. 
ii) No. 


No, of persons dwelling thercin - Unknown, 


No, of persons concerned in such cases - Unknown. 


SECTION &. Inspection and Supervision of Food, 
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Milk Supply. The milk supply was maintained at its 
usual standard throughout the year. Inspections of 


farms werc carricd out as time permitted, 


TsBLE XIII. Carcases inspectcd and condemned, 
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have aie Lambs, 
COWS » 
Number killed, 1219 Bick D492 
Number inspected, 4249 304 


wll diseases excép 
csis Whole Carcases condemned 
Carcases of which Scmé part or 
organ was condcmned. 
Perccntage of number Inspecte 
effected with diseases other 
than Tuberculosis. 
Tuberculosis only. Whole 
carcasses condemned, 
some par 
organ was condemned. 
Percentage of number inspected! 
affected with tuberculosis. b-$:303 oa sti 
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TaBLE XIV. Food Poisoning Outbreaks. 


Total No.of No, of No, of rganisms or Foods involved 
outbrea KS cases. deaths. SS agents With Go, of — 
Seer) outbreaks of : 
with no, of eects 
Outbreaks of 
each. 
Nii, Nil. Nil. Nil. Na 
TABLE XV. FaCTORIES ACTS, 1937 and 1948. 
Part I of the act. 
INSPECTIONS. 
No. on 2 [oimeer of. 
Rey cis- aes spec Written | Uccupiers 
| ter, | tions, || Notices. |prosecuted 
| | 
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: | | 
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Unreasonable temper-- 
Sturge Side eae 


Ineffective drainage 

Pee t100re, §.6, oe. 
Sanitary Convenicnces 
S./. Insufficient. _9, 
Unsuiteble or defect. 
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YAbua XVL, Prevalence of, and Control over 
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Whooping Cough. —— 29 
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TABLE XVIL. aNabYS1s OF NorIpted INFECTIOUS 


fhe figur ¢s_showm in Column 4 | of the foregcing Table are 
analysed in age groups bclow, 
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Although there was no Serious outbreak of infectious 
disease during the year, measles cases increased to 89 and cases 
of whooping cough to 29, there were nO Cases of infantile 
paralysis or diphtheria during the year. Diphtheria Immnunis- 
ation is now the responsibility of the Local Health authority - 
Flintshire County Council. Brom Lipures kindly supplied by 
Dr. AoE, Robe EUS Gounty Medical Officer of Health, it is 
estimated that at December S18t 1991 5 out of a total estimated 
population OE Ts095 persone under 15 years of age, 1518 had 
been immunised against dipht Her la. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


. NEW CaSES NOVIFIED DURING DZaTHS FROM TUBERCULOSIS 
ee ie As 1950s DURING THs YisaR,1950-. 
age RESPIR~ NON-RiS?- RESPIRS NON-RESr- 
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There were during the year, 9 new cases of 
pulmonary tubcrculosis and 3 new cases of non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis notified for the first time. There was thus 
@ Considerablo increase in the notifications of both types 
of theAiscuse as compared with the previous year, Deaths 
from the pulmonary. furm increased to 4. 
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